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The potential and limitations of a textual genreThe potential and limitations of a textual genre



Types of GeographyTypes of Geography

►►Astronomical/Quantitative geographyAstronomical/Quantitative geography
►►Descriptive GeographyDescriptive Geography

The emergence of the The emergence of the BalkhiBalkhi SchoolSchool
CompendiaCompendia
Urban biographical dictionariesUrban biographical dictionaries

►►CartographyCartography
►►TravelTravel--logs (logs (alal--rihlarihla litteraturelitterature))



Role of Geography in Early Muslim Role of Geography in Early Muslim 
SocietySociety

►►Determining the Direction of PrayerDetermining the Direction of Prayer
►►Administration of EmpireAdministration of Empire

Postal servicePostal service
Cultures and their customsCultures and their customs
Territorial boundariesTerritorial boundaries

►►Trade and TravelTrade and Travel
►►Building the Community of BelieversBuilding the Community of Believers



AlAl--MuqaddasiMuqaddasi and his geographical and his geographical 
systematicssystematics

►►Methodology and terminologyMethodology and terminology
Marking Muslim territory Marking Muslim territory –– the idea of a the idea of a 
MamlakatMamlakat alal--IslamIslam
Strict hierarchy of placesStrict hierarchy of places
Defining oneDefining one’’s terms and the difficulties of using s terms and the difficulties of using 
an an emicemic typologytypology

►►Ethnographic observationEthnographic observation
Importance of being thereImportance of being there
What is worthy of reportingWhat is worthy of reporting
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